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FIELD OF INVENTION 

The present invention relates, in general, to 
messaging within a distributed data processing environment 
and, in particular, to use of indexing for improved message 
retrieval in such an environment. 

BACKGROUND 

Asynchronous transfer of messages between application 
programs running on different data processing systems 
within a network is well known in the art, and is 
implemented by a number of commercially available 
message-oriented middleware products. These products 
include IBM Corporation's MQSeries family of messaging 
products, which use asynchronous messaging via queues. A 
sender application program issues a PutMessage command to 
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